Silenced voices: Israeli mothers' experience of feticide.
The study is a qualitative analysis of 13 interviews with Israeli women who experienced feticide by injection at a late stage of their pregnancy due to fetus abnormality. Neither the public nor health care professionals are fully aware of the implications and significance of feticide to the mother. The goal of this study which was conducted from May 2008 until October 2009 was to understand and give voice to the women's experience. Three themes were discovered: (a) difficult decision making process and outcomes; (b) the unbearable experience of feticide; and (c) feticide as an unspoken experience. Feticide was revealed to incorporate both social and psychological layers; thus, the findings highlight the interface between a personal experience and a social phenomenon. The women's experience is discussed within the Israeli social context, where feticide is a relatively common yet unspoken procedure.